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conceive it to be a made up story of the Renards and Aile Rouges
or Red Wings, to get us away from this, perhaps to destroy the
place; or else to get us, as they suppose, into their power below
this, and, as in such a case we would not suspect them, to get us
into a council, and then do our business. Be this as it may, I
treat the couriers well, and do not give the smallest idea that I
doubt the truth of their report. On the contrary, I will encour-
age them to be on the lookout, ete. If there is any truth in their
assertions, we shall know it in the ecourse of three or four days
by Lieut. Graham. The enemy will not reach this point, if the
report is true, before twenty days.

SunpaY, August 21st—Answer to the young Renards that
brought the pipe, and news of the approach of the Americans:
“You will tell the Sauks, that I thank them for having sent a
pipe as a token of the certainty of the enemy’s approach. I also
thank you for having been so expeditious in bringing the news
here. You will tell the Sauks that my orders will not admit of
my leaving this place for the present, having been left here to
defend the post. At any rate, knowing that there are a number
of bad Indians both above and below me, I fear were they to find
that I had left the village unguarded, they might come and insult
and destroy the inhabitants of the place.”’

I was careful to prevent their learning that we had only one
half barrel of flour on hand. As to ammunition and guns, I sent
word to the Sauks, that they well knew I had none to spare, hav-
ing on hand only what would be necessary for twenty days in
case of an attack—this was designed, in case the Sauks should
give information to the enemy, to make them believe that we are
not short of supplies. The Sauks, Renards, ete., ought to be well
supplied, having got, previous to Col. McKay’s leaving here,
twenty kegs of gunpowder, and having taken a number of guns
from the enemy, they are well enabled to stand a strong attack.

I advised the Indians below ‘‘to keep a good look-out, and not
allow themselves to be surprised, and in case the Americans
should come on horseback, as you say, try and decoy them into
the bush, and surround them. Men on horseback, in a thick
bush, cannot do much; and in case they get past your village in



